DEATH IN CUSTODY OF 22yo INDIGENOUS MAN AFTER JAIL RIOT

by Annabel Hennessey

West Australian, March 2022, p.1

A young Aboriginal man who died in custody at Hakea prison had been transferred to the jail following riots in Acacia prison and put in solitary confinement, according to advocates who had warned the Government about their fears over prisoner mental health just weeks earlier.

The 22-year-old Noongar man – the fifth Indigenous jail death nationwide this year – died on Friday. His death is being treated as non-suspicious. Ngalla Maya Aboriginal Corporation chief executive Mervyn Eades said the man had been placed in the solitary confinement unit as punishment. Mr Eades said he had written to Corrective Services commissioner Mile Reynolds just weeks ago over concerns about the mental health of young Aboriginal prisoners.

“I raise to you the high risk factor to potential risk of suicide we are aware of the increase of self-harms since the riot and lockdown,” he wrote in the message.

“We understand the psychological and mental health wellbeing of many of the young Aboriginal detainees are at a low at present and we wish to be able to access the facility to speak to them to help reduce risk.”

Mr Eades said the commissioner had not replied to his message. 

He was angry that a suicide prevention task force set up by the Department of Justice in 2020, of which he is a member, had not met in six months.
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